
crazy things I believe 
about writing

that completely contradict popular opinion.

by camille deputter



1. your writing doesn’t have 
to be all that good.

You* do not have to be a “great” writer in order to write.  

Generally speaking, semi-decent writing skills are enough to create a story 
worth sharing.  

More important than artful or poetic or ‘perfect’ writing skills? Something worth 
saying.  

Develop a story that’s worth telling. Then practice communicating it as clearly as 
possible.  

That is all you really need.  

*Of course, if you are a professional writer, you should be great at writing. Like, really great. And if you want to do something really special with 
your writing, like publish a book or deliver a killer speech, you will either want to work on your writing skills, or hire an editor. But that is not the 
case for most people. In most cases, substance trumps style.



camilledeputter.com



2. you don’t have to write 
every day.

This advice is given to aspiring writers all the time. It’s advice I have never 
taken, nor given.  

There’s nothing wrong with it if daily writing works for you.  

But writing everyday is not a requirement to be a writer.  

Depending on my schedule, I don’t write every single day, nor have I ever 
found it beneficial to demand a certain number of words or pages of myself 
at given intervals.  

Writing can take place when and where it suits you.  

Occasional writers are writers too.
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3. writers don’t have to 
publish.

I encourage people to share their stories. I believe that we all have 
something to gain by sharing and listening to each other’s stories.  

But even if your story never leaves the pages of your own private 
diary, it still matters.  

Even if the words you write are never approved or published by 
somebody else, they still count.  

If you are putting words to paper in some way, you are a writer.  

Your first, and most important listener is you. 
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4. writer’s block isn’t real.
There isn’t a writer who hasn’t felt stuck from time to time. But 
writer’s block isn’t an actual block. It’s not physically preventing 
you from writing.  

If you feel that you have writer’s block, remember that you can 
still physically write.  

When we say we have writer’s block, what we really mean is that 
we are judging our work. We don’t like our ideas, or we don’t like 
our writing. Or maybe we simply don’t feel like writing right now.  

All of that is OK. But if you really want to write, just do it. The best 
way out of “writer’s block” is through. 
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5. you don’t need to be 
original. 

It’s easy to feel like all the stories have been told. But just because your 
experiences, ideas, or other stories have been “told before”, please know there 
is still a place for them.  

Storytelling tropes, genres and formulas work for a reason. We still tell fairy tales 
to our kids. We still watch sitcoms. We still use the same basic narrative arc 
structures to tell stories. There’s a reason for that: they work.  

Storytellers don’t have to re-invent the essential elements of a story each time. 
Your story’s uniqueness is in the details. Share more of who you are, and your 
unique perspective on things, and your story will shine.  

In the words of Dr. Seuss*: “There is no one alive who is Youer than You.” 

*While wildly original in some ways, Dr. Seuss used the same formula again and again. He also gleefully broke rule number 6…
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6. perfect grammar and 
spelling isn’t all that important.

A while back, a book came out called Eats, Shoots & Leaves. It was a great 
book that made the case for proper grammar and spelling — increasingly 
important in this day and age in which acronyms pass for communication. 

Unfortunately, this book and other hardcore grammar police have made 
some people so afraid of writing and getting it wrong that we’ve forgotten 
our basic goal: 

We write so that we can communicate.  

The main objective in writing is to convey meaning.  

Just get your point across. No perfection required.
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7. you don’t need to be 
inspired to write.

You don’t have to wait for the muse to arrive. You don’t need a more 
exciting life or a sheer stroke of genius in order to come up with material. 

Stories are everywhere. If you’re having trouble figuring out what to write, 
start with what’s around you.  

This is why journaling prompts or templates can be useful. Sometimes 
when we write within restricted boundaries, we can come up with some 
of our best ideas.  

Practice writing, just as you are. 

I promise you, your stories are enough.
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storytelling goodness? 

come find me at camilledeputter.com

want more 


